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from whom Government received it. There is so much evidence
against this person, that he is (I am informed) completely in
the power of Government. Your Grace will observe, that the
care of Mrs. Jackson is recommended by her husband to the
National Convention, and that Mr. McNally is desired to assist
her by every means in his power to procure her assistance from
them. It has occurred to me, that an excuse might be made for
Mr. McNally's being allowed to enter France for the purpose of
attending to this woman's fortunes, that he should go through
London, and in case your Grace should wish to employ him, I
would inform you when and where he will be found.31

Portland replied that he was perfectly ready to make use of
the services of McNally in France, if Cam den thought that he
might safely be trusted, but he suggested that this was very
doubtful. The control which Government possessed over him
depended entirely upon the conclusive evidence of treason they
had against him. Would that control continue in a foreign
country ? Camden, on reflection, agreed that it would not be
safe to try the experiment. McNally, however, he was convinced,
would be very useful at home.2

Of this, indeed, there could be little doubt. As confidential
lawyer of the United Irishmen, he had opportunities of informa-
tion of the rarest kind. It is certain that he sometimes commu-
nicated to the Government the line of defence contemplated by his
clients, and other information which he can only have received
in professional confidence, and briefs annotated by his hand, will
be found among the Government papers at Dublin. He was also
able, in a manner which was not less base, to furnish the
Government with early and most authentic evidence about con-
spiracies which were forming in France. James Tandy, son of
Napper Tandy, had been a brave and. distinguished officer in
the service of the East India Company, and although he had been
a United Irishman in the beginning of the movement, he appears
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